Humanity is facing the global emergency due to Novel Coronavirus (named SARS-CoV-2 latter) and its disease 'coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)' which was first time reported in Wuhan, China in December 2019. The outbreak of COVID-19 is not limited to Wuhan or China but also it affected more than 200 countries of the world.[@bib1] World health organization (WHO) has taken the issue of COVID 19 very seriously and declared as pandemic on March 12, 2020. COVID-19 produces the mild symptoms common to other respiratory infections. In some cases it exhibit severe disease among certain groups including older populations and individuals with underlying health issues such as cardiovascular disease and diabetes.[@bib2] SARS-CoV-2 has an ability of explosive nature pandemic. Its explosive nature can be easily understood by the worldwide number of confirmed cases. Upto June 30, 2020, the worldwide confirmed cases of COVID-19 were 10185374. Out of these cases, 503862 peoples lost their lives. The region wise scenario of COVID-19 confirmed cases are 5136705 (Americas), 2692086 (Europe), 1058055 (Eastern Mediterranean), 297290 (Africa), 784931 (South-East Asia) and 215566 (Western pacific) whereas, the death cases are 247129 (Americas), 197254 (Europe), 24423 (Eastern Mediterranean), 6010 (Africa), 21593 (South-East Asia) and 7440 (Western pacific).[@bib3] The first COVID-19 case in India was reported in January 30, 2020. This case of COVID-19 is associated with travel history from Wuhan, China as the student resident of Kerala was returned from the China. As on February 3, 2020, there are only three confirmed cases in India. All of them belong to state of Kerala, India.[@bib4] The confirmed cases of COVID 19 reached to 585752 as on June 30, 2020. During this period 17409 peoples lost their lives and 347839 peoples recovered from COVID-19. COVID-19 cases in India[@bib5] can be understood by [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"} (a). [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(a) indicates the exponential growth in confirmed cases. [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(b) shows pattern of the daily new confirmed and new recovered cases. From [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(b), it is clear that new confirmed cases are greater than recovered cases and the gap between these two increases gradually.Fig. 1(a) Date vs total coronavirus cases (b) Date vs new daily cases (blue) and daily recoveries (dark red), and (c) & (d) images of getaway of unorganized labourers to their villages from metro and metropolitan cities.Fig. 1

Government of India (GoI) and state governments of India have taken several steps including international travel restrictions, quarantine, isolation, Janata Curfew and lockdown to fight against the pandemic of COVID-19. GoI had initially issued travel advisories requesting the public to refrain from travel to China. GoI has also advised the people coming from China since January 15, 2020 for quarantine of 14 days.[@bib6] Moreover, the screening of passengers was started at the point of airports and the visas for people wish to come from China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Singapore and Thailand were suspended. Several states like Kerala, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Assam, Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttrakhand, Jammu Kashmir, Laddakh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu and Uttar Pradesh have imposed lockdown either completely or partially since March 31, 2020. On the call of Prime minister (PM) of India for Janata Curfew on March 22, 2020, the peoples stayed at home from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. In Janata Curfew, all passenger trains and bus facility was suspended. Later the suspension of public transport is extended to March 31, 2020. As on March 24, 2020, GoI has declared the complete lockdown of India of 21 days from March 25, 2020 to break the chain of SARS-CoV-2 infection. The lockdown in India is not limited to 21 days but it was continued to May 31, 2020 in four steps lockdown 1.0, 2.0, 3.0 and 3.0. During lockdown, all schools, colleges, Universities, coaching centres, public meetings, weddings, gyms, markets, games, hotels, restaurants, cinemas, malls, public transport (train, flight and bus) and private firms will be closed. The essential services like food, hospitals, banks, postal service, police and security will be continue during lockdown. Certain relief was also given in lockdown to boost the economy and provide the livelihood from April 20, 2020. The growth of COVID-19 in four lockdowns is indicated in [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(a). The slope of growth of infection in each segment of lockdown is different and it is of increasing order. This increase in slope of infection of SARS-CoV-2 or number of confirmed cases is seen mainly with ease in lockdown from April 20, 2020.[@bib7] The COVID-19 cases rises abruptly after lockdown relaxation in unlock 1.0 as shown in [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(a).

The fight against the COVID 19 in India created a new problem of hunger in poors, unregistered labourers, migrant workers and street beggars. The situation of hunger in unorganized sectors is associated with lockdown. The unorganized sector comprises midwives, domestic workers, fishermen, barbers, vegetable and fruit vendors, news paper vendors, toddy tappers, scavengers, carriers of head loads, drivers of animal driven vehicles, loaders and unloaders, agricultural labourers, bonded labourers, migrant workers, contract and casual labourers, small and marginal farmers, landless agricultural labourers, those engaged in animal husbandry, beedi rolling, labeling, packing, building construction workers, leather workers, weavers, artisans, salt workers, workers in brick kilns and stone quarries, workers in saw mills and oil mills. According to report of National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) in 2009--10, the total employment was of 46.5 crore. Out of this, 94% persons are unorganized workers and only 6% was organized workers.[@bib8] At present the total population of India is more than 130 crore. Thus, in calculation of employment about 2/3 population is not considered due to family members of working persons who are not contribute for livelihood. In this way, the unorganized sectors consist of approximately 122 crore (94% of total population). The large shares of workers in India, who rely on income from the informal sector, are disproportionately affected. The lockdown and COVID-19 affects poor children the most. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many children who rely on school meals to sustain their nutrition have gone hungry or the children of migrant workers who have not get proper nutrition and milk due to closure of school or journey of migrant\'s movement from city to home villages. Although, the hunger is an existing problem in India. According to report of Global Hunger Index 2019 (GHI 2019), India was ranked 102 out of 117 countries. More than 19 crore Indians are undernourished (GHI 2019). More than 56 lakh Indian children of age group 0--4 years (4.9%), are in the "severe wasting" category according to report of UNICEF in March 2020.[@bib9] COVID-19 and lockdown in India provide the wing in problem of hunger. A report published in Times of India on dated July 3, 2020 indicates that nearly 900 deaths are related with lockdown and major contribution of deaths by hunger in children.[@bib10] The hunger is not a problem of India during this pandemic but its impact is global as indicated in Global Report on Food Crises (Food Security Information Network, 2020). The report estimates that rise of 130 million people facing the acute hunger in 2020.[@bib11]

GoI and state governments have given the assurance to all Indian for their livelihood. To fulfill their requirements of livelihood, governments have instructed to all private companies and firms to pay the salary of their workers for the period of lockdown. Moreover, governments have also providing the package for listed organized sectors. GoI has announced for COVID 19 relief package of Rs.170000 crore. The package covers the benefit in the form of 5 kg wheat or rice and 1 kg of preferred pulses to 80 crore poor peoples, Rs. 500/month to 20 crore women of Jan Dhan account holders, increase in MNREGA wage to Rs 202 a day from Rs 182 to benefit 13.62 crore, an ex-gratia of Rs 1000 to 3 crore poor senior citizen, poor widows, poor disabled and 8.7 crore farmers with Rs 2000 by PM Kisan Yojana. There are around 3.5 crore registered workers also benefited by this Fund. In these beneficiaries the overlapping of benefits may not be omitted.[@bib12]

Moreover, the several state governments have also announced the COVID 19 relief package to poors for their states. In this series, Uttar Pradesh admitted for providing a financial package of Rs 353 crore to give cash help to 3.53 million daily wage earners and labourers who are affected by outbreak of COVID 19. The state has also providing the free food grains (wheat and rice) for the month of April and May to more than 8.38 million widow, old age and handicapped pensioners. Government of Punjab state of India has providing the relief of Rs. 3000 to each registered construction worker in the state. Government gave the help of Rs. 20 crore for free food and medicines to needy persons. Haryana government announced special financial assistance Rs 1200 crore for people in Below Poverty Line (BPL) category and low-income groups like daily wagers, labourers, street vendors and construction workers. The Kerala government has also providing the financial assistance of Rs. 2000 for distribution in villages. The Delhi government has decided to pay salaries for all contractual staff, daily wage staff and guest teachers of Delhi. CM Arvind Kejriwal of Delhi said "We are extremely concerned about daily wagers, labourers who have been hit hard over the coronavirus crisis; don\'t want anyone to go hungry". Himachal Pradesh government has also providing Rs 500 crore relief package for the poor and the needy as well as Rs 30 crore for construction workers who are faced problem by outbreak of coronavirus[@bib13]

Besides, financial packages provided by government of India and states, the unorganized sector labourers, migrants workers, homeless peoples and beggars who are not registered for any employment scheme of India may be facing the problem of food for hunger. Soon after the lockdown, the unorganized sector\'s labourers (USL) became workless. Thus, they are also facing the problem of money for livelihood and their family survival. Moreover, they are constrained to leave the work places and cities to their villages. The images in [Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}(c and d) speak a lot to address the situation of USL and migrants workers. Due to lockdown, all public passenger transports are suspended and USLs are subject to travel by feet over thousands kilometers to reach their villages. In some cases, the peoples are taking the help of good carriers, lorry, truck and goods trains to reach their destinations. Many of them are constrained to live in tents behind road in wish of food which may be supplied by government or others good helping individuals.[@bib14] Number of media reports indicates the hunger problem in USLs and migrants workers due to lockdown. BBC Hindi news has also reported for this situation and said "Hunger will be died us before Coronavirus".[@bib15]

Thus, if situation of outbreak due to coronavirus in India is not shortly addressed and controlled then another problem of hunger will become dangerous to handle in our large population. The unregistered and homeless unorganized labourers, migrant workers and beggars are of great concern for their hunger. For the lives of poor and unorganized sector labourers, not only relief funds provided by the government but also other private sectors industries, film industry and rich persons raise their hands for help. A question arises that how unregistered labourers can benefitted for livelihood or will they died hunger before COVID 19.
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